Multinuclear forms in a dyskinetoplastic strain of Trypanosoma evansi in mice.
The production of short stumpy and multinuclear trypanosomes in a Chinese strain of dyskinetoplastic Trypanosoma evansi maintained in rabbits and mice is described. Production of multinuclear trypanosomes was increased following passage through a reptile (gecko), in which the trypanosomes did not multiply, and transfer back to mice. The multinuclear trypanosomes showed more nuclei than flagella indicating that disruption of the normal cell cycle had taken place and not simply inhibition of cleavage. A Chinese kinetoplastic T. evansi treated similarly rarely produced stumpy or multinuclear forms.